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— ADVERTISEMENTS —

Lingle signs renewable
energy bill into law

— ADVERTISEMENTS —

By 2020, 20 percent of isle power
must be from alternate sources

By Richard Borreca
rborreca@starbulletin.com

Electric companiesin Hawaii must get 20 percent of their energy from
renewabl e sources by 2020, under a bill signed into law yesterday by Gov.
LindaLingle.

The law was a campaign promise and part of Lingle's administrative package
thisyear.

At abill-signing ceremony yesterday at the Hawaiian Electric fuel cell testing
center, Lingle said the original ideawasto set out a series of goals, but that in
the end, the goal became a requirement that the electric company get more
power from alternative energy.

Jeff Mikulina, Hawaii Sierra Club executive director, praised the bill
yesterday.

Lingle noted, however, that the new law won't work if both the electric
company and the state don't cooperate.

"The bill has alot of escape hatches, if everyone's intentions are not good,”
she said. "I am convinced the intentions of Hawaiian Electric are good and |
am telling you that the intentions of the state are not just good, we are
committed to seeing this come about."

http://starbulletin.com/2004/06/03/news/story12.html (1 of 2)6/4/2004 11:00:56 AM


http://starbulletin.com/
mailto:rborreca@starbulletin.com?subject=http://starbulletin.com/2004/06/03/

Honolulu Star-Bulletin Hawaii News

Under the new law, electric companies have until next year to get 8 percent of
their net electricity sales from renewable sources such as solar, wind and wave
power.

That rate increases until 2020, when 20 percent of the energy must come from
renewabl e sources.

An estimated 7 percent to 8 percent of Hawaii's electricity already comes from
renewable sources, officials said.

Robbie Alm, a spokesman for Hawaiian Electric, said the bill would have its
challenges, though, because the number of customers and the amount of
electricity they use continues to rise, reducing the proportion from renewable
energy.
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